WWW&WV was very actively involved in the NPT conference at the UN, this May in New York, do you think that we moved some steps ahead regarding this issue?

From the point of view of humanity, I don’t think we can say that we moved at all in the direction of nuclear disarmament during the NPT conference.  For sure we didn’t move backwards, which was a possibility at one time with 4 of the permanent 5 members of the Security Council trying to take out anything remotely suggesting disarmament, but there was no movement forwards.  The problem is that there is no political will to achieve disarmament in countries with nuclear weapons.  Nuclear Weapons are the Viagra of international diplomacy (they make you feel hard) and there are too many economic interests stopping disarmament.

Everyday people don’t seem to have a particular interest on the nuclear issue. Why is that so? 

It is inconceivable for many people that Nuclear Weapons would ever be used.  They were last used 65 years ago.  The majority of the World’s population wasn’t even alive at that time.  It’s like a myth from a bygone age.  Therefore people feel comfortable with them.  They are not threatening whereas around the world domestic violence and economic violence are very real threats.  People have to decide to tackle the important issues or the urgent issues.  Nuclear weapons are an important issue, but until a bomb goes off either by accident or on purpose, the theme will not become really urgent.
It’s a bit like Naples in Italy.  Hundreds of thousands of people live on an active volcano, but until the volcano erupts no one will do anything about it.

Last year, you participated in the greatest march ever done in human history; The World March for Peace and Nonviolence. How do you think it contributed towards its aims?

We knew that we would not eradicate weapons or wars or reduce military spending just through doing the World March.  So we can’t judge the success of the March on that basis.  However, we did say that our aim was to create a consciousness of nonviolence and this we have started.  You can’t create a consciousness like this in one year, not even 10 years; this consciousness takes an entire generation to create.  In this respect our model is the ecological movement whose first activists started to organise themselves in the 60s.

Our March was built on the work that Humanists have been doing for 40 years and we gave a simple way for people to get involved which allowed us to reach millions of people.  Now if we also inspired a few young people in this time so that they become the activists of tomorrow to build on our work, then we contributed towards a world of Peace and Nonviolence.

2010 is different than the ‘60s where people were on the streets and were making revolution. What is the revolution of today?

You have to see the 60s as a particular moment in history which has gone.  I was born at the end of the 60s so I wasn’t really conscious of it but it was a moment of great change: 32 African countries achieved independence, the civil rights movement of southern USA was in full motion, the cold war came to its closest point of nuclear oblivion, feminism and sexual orientation movements became visible in the west.
In all of these conflicts there was a clearly identifiable enemy: colonial powers, white people, communists, men, straight people, etc.  The conflicts were clearly defined.

Today’s conflict is not so much a conflict with an identifiable group of people.  Today’s conflict is with a system of social values that somehow is installed and is a model for people, yet when people strive to attain the model they find that there is something lacking.  The system lacks meaning.  Eventually everyone comes to realise that money does not equal happiness and many cases works in the opposite way.
Our revolution therefore is against a system, and specifically an economic system, where money is the central value.  The problem we have to tackle is that people don’t really connect the points of the conflict.  It is not clear for people that the stress at home which is manifested in depression, stress, family conflicts, alcoholism and drug abuse, domestic violence, isolation, etc, is connected to the economic system, the banking system, lack of democracy, the power of the arms industry, etc.

Our job in World without Wars is to connect the pieces of the puzzle so that people are clear and so that they can start to make choices about how to change the situation they live in.

WWW&WV is an NGO or a social movement? 

Actually what you call it doesn’t really matter so much, but a social movement is a better description, because this gives a better image of what we want to be.  

What should be expected from the new body of WWW&WV elected this June? 

We have to build a social movement from a small base.  We know that a few hundreds members will not change an entire system, so we have to be a few hundreds of thousands or, even better, a few millions.  This we can’t do in 2 years, but what we can do is to lay the foundations so that the next team can take the next steps.

We need to put in place the mechanisms for growth, communication and coordination that give maximum freedom to the grassroots and the flexibility to grow in an organic way.  Organisational structures are the past; this moment is about flexibility, informal organisation and rapid adaptation to a rapidly changing environment.  You can expect the new body to do everything possible to facilitate this new moment.
What are the next steps to follow for WWW&WV?
In many countries we need to reach minimum levels of basic organisation so that we are functioning appropriately in every country.  We need to progress in the formalisation of the International Federation.  We need an excellent interactive and dynamic website.  We need good and rapid communications.

On top of this we need some international campaigns that can galvanise the entire organisation and give us a public face which is international, non-violent, coherent and an increasing reference in an increasingly violent society.
In this respect, the 2nd of October must take on a special importance for us and who knows, in the future we can even consider the possibilities to do “World March 2”!
